DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 062 235 



SO 002 786 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 

INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



Liftin, Elaine 

Social Studies; Our Federal Government. 
Dade County Public Schools, Miami, Fla. 
71 

61p. 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



MF-S0.65 HC-$3.29 

Activity Units; ♦American Government (Course) ; 
Behavioral Objectives; ^citizenship; civics; 
♦Constitutional History; Current Events; Curriculum 
Guides; ♦Democracy; Grade 7; Grade 8; Grade 9; Junior 
Hiqh Schools; Political Science; Politics; Resource 
Guides 

Florida; ♦Quinmester Program 



ABSTRACT 

Designed as a pre-requisite for other quinmester 
courses in the politcal studies cluster, this course of study for 
grades seven through nine, aims at providing the student with basic 
knowledge about Democracy, and an understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of each citizen to make a Democracy work. Course 
goals are for the student to; 1) develop generalizations about the 
reasons for government; 2) analyze the Democratic principles and 
American heritage on which this government is based; 3) identify the 
civil and human rights accorded each citizen of the United States; 4) 
illustrate how constitutional rights imply responsibilities 
commensurate with those rights; 5) assess how our government has 
carried out its constitutional charges; 6) analyze the roles of the 
three branches of government; 7) specify the methods by which the 
constitution is kept a living document; 8) differentiate among the 
methods by which individuals can influence the government; 9) 
evaluate the importance of the individual's exercise of his right, to 
vote in America; 10) identify problems facing our national government 
today. The guide is divided into a broad goals section; a content 
outline; objectives and learning activities; and a materials Section- 
Three appendices contain additional activities- (Related documents 
are: so 002 708 through SO 002 718, and SO 002 768 through SO 002 
792.) (Author/SJM) 
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WILL E^TALUATB THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INDIVUXJAL’S EXERCISE OP HIS RIGHT TO VOTE IN AMERICA. 
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GOAL: THE STUDENT WILL IDENTIFT PROBLEMS FACING OUR RATIONAL GOVERNMQIT TODAY. 
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Appendix Z 



. Activity 1 
Teacher's Guide 



PROCEDURE 

1. Before the claBS begins, mark off time on the length of 

brown paper in intervals of 100 years, as shown below, from 
the year 1200 to the year 2000. Smaller marks may be added 
for SO-year intervals. 
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1200 1300 1400 1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2000 



Hang the length of -peper liorizontally across the classroom 
wall. 

2. Discuss the time line as a graphic representation of chronolo* 
Slcal events. Explain hov this time line will be a vehicle to 
show the development of the idea of democracy through the last 
800 years. 

3. Distribute one copy of ACTIVITY 1, student's package, to each 
student (Appendix). Read the title and explain that events 
important to the development of the idea of democracy are 
stated. Each event is followed by two questions -pertaining to 
the event. The blank space at the left colunn is for the date 
of the event. Please note that the stated items contain the 
main concepts and that the questions serve only to lead the 
students tc reference books. 

4. There are sixteen numbered events. Divide the class into 
groups of two or three students, and assign one event to each 
group for library research. 

5. Read and discuss the directions at the top of student's 
page 1. Groups who finish their library assignments early 
should take any unassigned events so that all dates are covered. 
During the next library period, have each group search library 
reference books for infortaation about this event and fill in 
the answers in the appropriate blanks. 

6. After the groups have finished their research, have each group 
of students make an oral presentation of the assigned event. 

This presentation -should consist of reading aloud to the class 
the date of the event, the event, and the answers to the ques* 
tions pertaining to it. As this is done, each student should' 
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fill in the blienke for each event on his own copy* 

7. After the speaker has completed the reading of an event, 
have his partner first mark the date on the time line in 
pencil and then print a brief caption for it. (Example: 

1215, Signing of the Magna Carta) Check the entry, and* then 
have the student go over it with magic marker or crayon. 

The following are suggested responses to the research assignment. 

(1) 1215; the king; the people 

(2) 1620; Jamestown, Virginia; the people 

(3) 1620; the Mayflower Compact; traveler 

(4) 1634; written paper. Middle English from Old French 

from Latin; Lord Baltimore 

(5) 1688; killed; parler * to talk 

(6) 1690; England; william III and Mary II 

(7) 1732; Georgia: George II, Ring of England 

(8) 1762; Social Contract ; France 

(9) 1776; Thomas Jefferson; Fourth of July 

(10) 1787; thirteen; Preamble 

(11) 1791; Bill of Rights; religion, speech, press 

(12) 1865; Amendment XIII; Civil War 

(13) 1914; Germany; Woodrow Wilson 

(14) 1920; Amendment XIX; the right to vote 

(15) 1939; Poland; Japan and Italy 

(16) 1941; Havail; about 2,400 miles 

MATERIALS 

One copy of ACTIVITY 1, student's package, for each student 
A length of brown wrapping paper, approximately 8 feet long 
Magic marker or crayon to mark off the tine line 
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ACTIVITY 1 



Q THE IDEA OF DEMOCRACY 



Read the event in the box that has be>^n assigned to you. 
Use reference books in the library to find ho answers to the 
questions and the date of the event. Then /ill in l-lic blanks. 



C 
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ERIC 



DATE EVEOTS 



(1) The idea of democracy was strengthened by the 

Magna Carta. It was a document that said Englishmen 
had rights which should be respected and that they 
should have a voice in their own government. 

Who held all the power before then? 

Which group of people benefited 

from the Magna Carta? — 



(2) Democracy was strengthened in the early American 

colonies when the House of Burgesses was established. 
This group was a legislature which passed laws and 
managed local affairs. 

In what colony was this legislature? "■ 

Who chose the members of it? 



(3) Democracy was strengthened when people called 

Pilgrims settled in Plymouth. Massachusetts. They 
wrote a document stating they would make their own 
laws and live by them. 

What was the document called? 

What does the word Pilgrim mean? 
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ACTIVITY 1 



IUIT8 



EVENTS 



(4-) When Maryland w&b founded as the third colony, 

Its charter strengthened the idea of democracy • It 
said no one could be punished for his religious 
beliefs* Freedom of religion spread and was adooted 
by other colonies* 

What does charter mean and 

what language does it cone from? — 

For whom was the capital of 
Maryland • named ? 



(5) The idea of democracy was strengthened when 

a king and the parliament In England disagreed 
violently about religion and the constitution* This 
. disagreement was called the Glorious Hevolutlon, and 
the parliament won* 

What happened to the king? 

What is the French word and Its 
meaning from which the word parliament . 
comes? 



(6) John Locke wrote a book called Of Civil 

Croverncent . It strengthened the cause of democracy 
because it said people were entitled to life, 
liberty, and property of their own* 

Where did Locke live? 



Who ruled his country when he 
trrote the book? 



(?) Democracy was strengthened when General 

Oglethorpe tried to make a model rovemment for 
settlers in the American colonies* The rules were 
strict, but there was freedom of religion* 

In what colony did Oglethorpe settle? 

Who gave him the power to form the 
government he wanted? 



■ - — ■ 
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ACTIVITY 1 

svsirrs 



OATS 



(8) A book wrlbten by Jean JacQueo Rousseau 

strengthened the cause of democracy. It said thnt 
people should vote for a government of their choice 
and for laws they desired. 

\fhat was the title of Rousseau's book? 

In what country did the author live? 



(9) Democracy was strengthened when the Declaration 

of Independence was written. It stated that all men 
have equal rights and that government should protect 
people, not master them. 

Who TTTote most of the Declaration of 
Independence? 



What national holiday marks the 
month and day It was signed? 



(10) Democracy irao strengthened at the Philadelphia 

convention. It was there that a nevr conscitutlon 
was irrltten and approved by the representatives of 
the people. 

How many states were In the Union 

nt that time? 

What part of the .Constitution says 
that the government gets Its power 
from the people? 



(11) Democracy vras strengthened when the first ten 

amendments were vrrltten to the Constitution. 

What name was given to this group 
of amendments? 



What three freedoms does the First 
Amendment give to the people? 
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ACTIVITY 1 



UkTE 


EVEimS 


(X2) 


Slavery threatened democracy because it did not 
allov everyone to have a .voice In his government. 

The War Between the States helped defeat slavery. 




Which amendment to the Constitution 
ended slavery? 




What is another name for the 
War’ Between the States? 


(13) 


Democracy was threa;tened during .’orld '.’ar I. 
The President of. the United States told Congress 
that the U.S. must help make the world "safe for 
democracy." 




What coimtry upset world peace 
by Invading Prance? 


• 


Who was the U.S. President then? 


(14) 


American democracy was strengthened when women 
were given the right to vote. 




Which amendment to the Constitution 
allowed this? 




What does c^ffra/aje mean? 


(15) 


Democracy m&s threatened when Hitler led the 
German Army in attacks on many European countries 
during World War II. 


, • 


Which country did he attack first? 




VHilch countries were on Hitler’s side? 


(16) 


America's democracy was threatened when Jape.n 
attacked the United States base at Pearl Harbor in 
World War II. 




Where Is Pearl Harbor? 


' 


How far from the U.S. mainland is it? 
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. Activity 2:. PLACE THE POWER 
Teacher's Guide 



This activity Is a large-group game baaed on the powers of the bran- 
ches of the Federal government as described in the Constitution. 

MATERULS 

One copy of the United States Constitution per student (avallab-l 

In civics books) 

One copy of ACTIVITY 2, student^ s page, cut up and used as the 

power cards for the game and a container to hold the cards 

A bulletin board with the headings: Executive, Legislative, 

Judicial 

PROCEDURE 

Have each student skim the following parts of the Constitution: 

Article One, Sections 8 and 9; Article Two, Sections 2 and 3; 

Article Three, Section 2. 

!• Tell the students that they are going to play a game, "Place 
the Power." 

2. Divide the class Into teams of five or six. 

3. Appoint a recorder to keep the score on the chalkboard and a 
referee to check the Constitution If a dispute arises. 

4. Have the first member of the first team draw a power card 
from the container. He must then Identify the branch of the 
Federal government to which that power belongs. 

5. Any member of any other team has the right to challenge once 
per game after raising his hand and being recognized. The 
challenger must then restate the power and the branch he 
thinks It belongs to. The teacher can have final say unless 
a team requests the referee to find the exact wording In the 
Constitution. 

6. Give one point for each correct answer, whether given by the 
Initial speaker or challenger. Subtract one pclnt for each 
Incorrect .answer. 



7, After a power has been correctly identified, its card should 
be placed under the appropriate heading on the bulletin 
board. 

8* Continue the same procedure with the other students until all 
the powers have been classified and put on the bulletin 
board. 

TEST SUGGESTIONS 
Intent 1 



The following are powers given the Federal government by the 
Constitution: to make laws, to veto bills, to decide If the 

laws agree with the Constitution. Which of the following 
statements Is true about these three powers? 

a. All of the powers belong to the legislative branch, 

b. All of the powers belong to the executive branch. 

c. All of the powers belong to the Judicial branch, 

*d. Each of the powers belongs to a different branch. 

Intent 2 



Imagine you have made a bulletin board display showing the 
separation of Federal powers. Which of the following state- 
ments Is true about your display? - 

*a. It shows three main groups of powers. 

b. Each branch has the same number of powers. 

c. The executive Is the most powerful branch. 

d. The legislative Is the weakest branch. 
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ACTIVITY 2 



STUDENT PAGE 



To approve 
treat i es 


To make 
1 aws 


To approve 
pres i dent i a 1 
appo i ntments 
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To amend 
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To impeach 
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Presi dent 


To coll ect 
taxes 


To regulate 
commerce 


To coin 
money 


To build 
post offices 


To declare 
war 


To provide 
a 

navy 


To give 
patents 


To govern 
the District 
of Columbia 


To borrow 
money for 
the U . S . 


To provide 
for 

defense 




To appoint 
Supreme Court 
judges 


To make 
suggest i ons 
for new laws 


To veto 
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To grant 
pardons 


To propose 
treat i es 


To command 
the army 


To appoint 
ambassadors 


To cal 1 
Congress 
into session 


To receive 
ambassadors 



To declare 


To try 


To settle 




laws un- 


ambassadors 


disputes be- 
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const i tut i ona 1 


tween states 
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Appendix III 



Activity 3: DOT DASH 

Teacher's Guide 



PROCEDURE 

1. Tell the students they are going to play a game called 
"The Dot Dash." 

Divide the class into two teams. 

, 

Place the acetate made from teacher's page 2 on the over* 
head projector. Vripe the name of one team at the top of 
each of the two configurations. 

Explain how the game is played: 

The teacher reads the first question from the 
Teacher's Guide. The first student to raise 
his hand and be recognized by the teacher may 
reply. A correct answer entitles the respond- 
er's team to connect the next two dots on their 
team's configuration. If a reply is incorrect, 
the teacher asks the question again and calls 
on the first student who raises his hand. A 
player may reply only one time during the game, 
and so he should be fairly sure he knows the 
correct answer when he raises his hand. 

The team that is ahead when the questions are 
done is the winner of the dot dash and may have 
a member come forward to complete the picture. 

Then he or another volunteer can guess what it 
represents. (outline of the United States) 

2. Distribute oiie copy of student's page 3 to each student. 

Have them outline the map of the United States by connecting 
the dots. 



o 

ERIC. 



56 



Activity 3 

Questions for "The Dot Dash" 
Teacher's Guide 



!• What did Thomas Jefferson believe to be an important purpose of 
■ government? 

(care of human life and happiness) 

2. What are two services that a Civil Defense worker may be called 
upon to give in case of an emergency? 

(police, medical, fire) 

3. What is a possible protection from nuclear fallout? 

(fallout shelters) 

4. How many families will be affected by the Miami Urban Renewal 
project? 

(6,500 families) 

5. If a town or city sets aside $1,000,000 for urban renewal, how much 
would the Federal government give it to use? 

($ 2 , 000 , 000 ) 

6. - In how many years does the Miami Urban Renewal project expect to 

finish re-building the central district? 

(difference between 1974 and present year) 

7. How does social security help a worker who has been disabled and is 
unable to go to work? 

(provides some income) 

8. How many years from now will you be eligible for Medicare? 

(difference between 65 and present age) 

9. What are two words which have the same first two syllables as the 
word Medicare ? 

(medical, medicine, medically, medication) 

10* What are two examples of natural disasters? 

(fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane) 

11* What is the reason for Civil Defense using its warning system on 
Saturdays? 

(testing) 

12. In the term urban renewal , what does urban mean? 

(relating to a city) 

13. What does urban renewal inc lude . besides new houses? 

(stores, parks. Industrial buildings, schools) 

14. What does a person in the social • security program have as identifi- 
cation? 

(social security card) 

15. In the term social security what does security mean? 

16. 



17. 



18. 



19. 



20. 
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X4.1.CCUWIU Kiroia worry, rear, or aouDc; 

Who shares the cost of social security with each worker? 

(Federal government) 

What do we call neighborhoods that are unfit for safe living? 

(slums) 

Would a nuclear attack be considered a natural disaster or a man- 
made disaster? 

(man-made) 

What means does Civil Defense have to warn people’ in case of enemy 
attack? 

(siren) 

Jefferson was a farm owner in Colonial Virginia. What other occu- 
pations did he have that affected the growth of the United States? 

(statesman, author) 
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ACTIVITY 3 



GOVERNMENT’S PURPOSE 




One of the great statesmen in our 



country ’ s 



history 

was a Virginian named Thomas Jefferson. He was the author 
of the Declaration of Independence and the third President 
of the United States. Jefferson once wrote, "The care of 
human life and happiness is the first ... object of good government," 

The Federal government has special programs to help reach this goal. 

We may participate in some of them now or later as the need arises. 



CIVIL DEFENSE 

A nation must be ready to act 
in case of fire, flood, earth- 
quake, hurricane, or war. The 
Civil Defense program was formed 
to do this. 

The disaster that strikes may 
be a natural one, like the earth- 
quake that hit Alaska in March 
1964. It brought huge ocean 
waves to the west coast of the 
United States and left 114 dead. 
There may also be man-made 
disasters such as enemy attack 
or war. If this should over 
come. Civil Defense would work 
with state and local governments 
to protect the community* 

At present, the Office of 
Civil Defense provides fallout 
shelters and trains people to 
act when it becomes* necessary. 
They are mainly volunteers who 
would help with medical, police, 
and other services. The Civil 
Defense sirens are sounded on 
every other Saturday afternoon 
to test the warning* system. 



URBAN RENEWAL 

When neighborhoods in a city 
grow ugly and unfit for safe and 
sanitary living they are called 
slums. They need to be improved, 
or renewed. The Federal govern- 
ment his a program to provide 
money to cities or counties that 
want to rebuild. It gives $2 for 
every $1 that a local government 
spends. 



In Dade County, about 55 
million dollars will be spent 
by local and Federal government 
together for urban renewal. 

The Central Miami project will 
be completed in 1974. New homes, 
stores, industrial buildings, 
schools, and parks arc planned. 
This project will give 6,500 
families a pleasant, attractive 
neighborhood in which to live 
and work. Many of us can watch 
it grow. 



SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE 

Nine out of ten \vorking people 
in our nation today have social 
security. As soon as a person 
r^oes to work, he is usually able 
to join this program, 

When a worker does this, he 
and his employer pay money into 
a special fund. If the worker 
retires, dies, or is disabled, 
he is paid each month from the 
fund to replace the lost earn- 
ings. His social security card, 
with its identification number, 
gives him some freedom from 
money worries. 

Under Social Security, workers 
over 65 or their dependents get 
help in paying hospital bills. 

There is another program to help 
these older people pay doctors' 
bills and other medical expenses. 

It is called Medicare. Those 
who wish to sign up for it make 
monthly payments that arc matohed 
by the Feder.al government. 



ACTIVITY 3 



CIVIL DEFENSE 

A. Compound the verb phrases . 

1. Civil Defense piano ahead. 

2. Civil Defense organizes for any disasters. 

3. Civil Defense plans ahead and organizes for any disasters. 

B. Compound the adjectives. 

1. We must be prepared for natural disasters. 

2. We must be prepared for man-made disasters. 

3. We must be prepared for natural and man-made disasters. 

C. Compound the noun phrases. 

1. Enemy attacks are man-made disasters. 

2. Wars are man-made disasters. 

3. Enemy attacks and wars ard man-made disasters. 



URBAN RENEWAL 

A. Compound the verb phrases. 

1. Urban renewal rebuilds slums. 

2. Urban renewal improves neighborhoods. 

3. ^ 

B. Compound the adjectives. 

1. The neighborhoods become pleasant to live in. 

2. The neighborhoods become safe to live in. 

3. 

C. Compound the noun phrases. 

1. New stores are also part of the urban renewal plan. 

2. Parks are also part of the urban renewal plan. 

3. 



SOCIAL SECURITY AND MEDICARE 

A. Compound the verb phrases. 

1. Social Security provides an income. 

2. Social Security helps families get along. 

3. 

B. Compound the adjectives. 

1. Social Security helps retired workers. 

2. Social Security helps disabled workers. 

3. • 

C. Compound the noun phrases. 

1. Workers can get assistance. 

2. Their dependents con get assistance. 



ACTIVITY 3 
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